BURFORD

Kingmaker,, founded the almshouses. It was not until the
sixteenth century when it passed to Sir Laurence Tanfield that
a squire lived in the town. The Elizabethan Priory house was
built by Tanfield, whose handsome tomb is in Burford Church.
His lady, who erected this monument, evidently felt that her
husband's merits deserved a tomb in Westminster Abbey, for
the inscription concludes with the words :

Pitty his memory ingaged should stand
Unto a privat churche, not to the land.

The townspeople of Burford, however, had no reason to
love him, for it was he who caused the issue of a writ of Quo
Warranto by which the Corporation was deprived of its powers.
Tanfield is chiefly memorable as the grandfather of c that in-
comparable young man ', Lucius Carey, Lord Falkland, whose
effigy also appears on the tomb.

Lucius Carey was born in 1610 at his grandfather's house
and from him he inherited both the Priory and the manor
of Great Tew, where he subsequently lived. Such was his
charm and intelligence that his house at Great Tew was, in the
words of Clarendon, ' a college situated in a purer air/ fre-
quented by the scholars of Oxford. Though averse from public
office he accepted the post of Secretary of State to Charles I
. shortly before the Civil War. He fought gallantly for the
King, but the war plunged him in sadness. He told his
friends that ' the very agony of war, and the view of the
calamities and desolation the kingdom did and must endure,
took his sleep from him and would shortly break his heart.*
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